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With the hustle and bustle of the holiday season looming over us along with 24/7 CNN coverage of the “World 
Circus”, it’s easy to lose focus on many important matters we face in the practice of Landscape Architecture 
today. As professionals dealing with the design of place and community it is critical that we maintain a distinct 
focus on a few important tasks at hand. 

Several weeks back, while on a trip to meet with the Landscape Architecture program at Montana State 
University, my flight path took me directly over the Grand Teton Mountain Range. I’ve explored within that range 
many times over the years, but the opportunity to view this immense and awe-inspiring natural landscape 
from an altitude of 30,000 feet really emphasized the responsibility that we landscape architects possess.  As 
technology expands, population rates accelerate and the human life expectancy increases, our stewardship 
towards both our natural and built environments is critically necessary. Today more than ever we must strive 
to implement sustainability and resilience into our design, our practice and our profession.  

Sustainability insinuates that a functioning system can operate indefinitely without artificial or unnatural 
inputs. Resilience is the ability to withstand or recover from excessive or catastrophic occurrences. True 
sustainability and resilience are illustrated via thousands if not millions of natural systems that will support 
themselves and/or recover indefinitely if left undisturbed or unaffected by outside influences.

While the focus on these two nouns begins with a common goal, they both have very different starting points. 
Sustainability generally begins with the idea of a functioning system and considers how a system’s component 
functions can be improved to achieve continuous functionality. Resilience begins with a disastrous outcome 
and considers how to either prevent future disasters or minimize the impacts of disastrous situations. 

2019 is upon us! As we begin another new year, let’s encourage each other to put our best foot forward to 
better understand and utilize the principles of sustainability and resilience within our profession of design. 
In a world of client driven goals so often dictated by the bottom line, we must continually learn for ourselves 
and educate our clientele on these practices. We 
must promote sustainable and resilient approaches 
to design as the status quo, all the while developing a 
strong argument that is easy to articulate and support 
when challenged. 

In practice, let’s strive to implement strong and 
deliberate design standards which provide safe and 
functional places for our fellow man to utilize and 
enjoy. Let’s continue to develop exciting and inspiring 
design studios where quality, professional courtesy 
and collaborative successes rule the day.  

Finally, let’s take a stand for our profession. Through 
the promotion and the protection of our licensure 
laws we must continue to support our right to practice 
Landscape Architecture. We must emphasize our 
responsibility to help safeguard human health and 
property, and to promote the public welfare through 
the licensure and regulation of our profession. By 
seeking professional licensure, keeping our licenses 
current and supporting one of our strongest allies, 
ASLA, we can continue to be our own best advocates. 

Idaho Montana ASLA Members, 
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Resilience is the ability to recover from a bad outcome that could have been prevented or mitigated with 
sustainable practices. Sustainable practices contribute to resilience. Each can exist with or without the other, 
but they are compatible concepts with endless and powerful possibilities. 

With Sustainable Resilience,

Doug Russell, ASLA, PLA
IDMT Chapter President 

The 2018 Annual Meeting and Expo in Philadelphia was a great success.  I attended the Board of trustees 
meeting held on October 18-19 in conjunction with the Chapter Presidents Council.  

As trustee the specific responsibilities and authorities include:

   • Establish and amend policies and ethical standards
  •  Adopt the annual budget and program plan
  •  Set dues and levy special assessments
  •  Establish and amend bylaws
  •  Establish and disband chapters
  •  Create and abolish continuing councils and committees
  •  Review and decide on appeals to Executive Committee judgments on ethics cases
  •  Elect vice presidents

During the annual meeting the Trustees discuss a multitude of items including:
 •  Finance and Budgets moving forward into 2019
 •  Reviewed the Mission, Vision, Values, and Culture Statement
 •  Attended a national Leadership Luncheon “Promoting Smart Policies for a Changing Climate”
 •  Licensure Policy Revisions
 •  Member Categories and Privileges
 •  Legislative Priorities
 •  LAF Memorandum of Understanding
 •  Public Awareness and Communications Update
 •  2018 Annual Meeting Updates

ASLA Mission Statement:
Landscape architects lead the planning, design, and stewardship of healthy, equitable, safe, and 
resilient environments. The Society’s mission is to advance landscape architecture through advocacy, 
communication, education, and fellowship.

The Annual Meeting facts and figures:
On the EXPO floor this year there will be 351 exhibiting companies which represents 101 percent of the 
EXPO/Sponsorship budget.  There were over 4,400 participants at this year’s meeting.
National nominations for ASLA honors are open!

ASLA Annual Meeting and Expo
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Nominations for ASLA’s highest honors, including honorary membership, are now open. Categories 
accepting nominations include The ASLA Medal, The ASLA Design Medal, The Community Service Award, 
The Jot D. Carpenter Teaching Medal, The LaGasse Medals, The Landscape Architecture Firm Award, 
The Landscape Architecture Medal of Excellence, The Olmsted Medal, and ASLA Honorary Membership. 
Nomination materials are due February 1, 2019.  
If you know of a member who you believe should be recognized at the highest level, please let the Chapter 
leadership know.

An in-depth interview with Linda Jewell, FASLA, the recipient of the 2018 ASLA Medal, as well as the 2008 
Jot D. Carpenter Teaching Medal and the 2007 Bradford Williams Medal, has been published on asla.org. 
The wide-ranging interview covers issues such as how landscape architecture education needs to evolve 
to meet the needs of increasingly diverse student bodies and society, the challenges of having been the 
first woman to run the landscape architecture program at the Harvard Graduate School of Design, and how 
landscape architecture education can strike a balance between the realities of practice and big-picture 
issues like climate change and urbanization. 

Respectfully,

John D. Roters, ASLA, PLA
Trustee, IDMTASLA

Below- Women in Landscape Architecture Walk. 
Participants visited several urban spaces designed 
by women during an hour long walk before the 
educational sessions started for the day. Right- over 
100 Educational sessions offered over four days. 
Bottom right- the Expo, learn about new projects and 
catch up with friends.  

photo credit Maggie Clark 

Watch for speaker highlights and educational session teasers in the Spring 
Newsletter in March 2019!
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Redesign on Julia Davis Park- Boise, ID
Boise-based graduate student Neha Pokhrel

Boardwalks were introduced into the design around the 
pond and rain gardens to manage stormwater runoff 
from an enlarged parking lot (see next page).  

Pokhrel proposed a new splash pad/ice skating 
ribbon to extend seasonal use of the park.

Redesign of Julia Davis Park- Boise, ID

Boise-based graduate student Neha Pokhrel completed a master’s project investigating the redesign of 
Julia Davis Park in Boise. It is one of the greenbelt “Ribbon of Jewels” parks located in downtown Boise.  
Home to Zoo Boise, the Discovery Center, Boise Art Museum and many other facilities, the park’s east end 
bordering Broadway Avenues has been largely underutilized. The recent addition of the Cancer Survivor’s 
Memorial has generated renewed interest in potential for this part of Julia Davis Park. Ms. Pokhrel 
distributed an online survey to find out how people currently use the park and find out what additional 
amenities or facilities they wanted. This was followed by a post-occupancy evaluation emphasizing “activity 
mapping” of the park.

Student Spotlight
U of I Landscape Architecture Program

This research provided the inspiration for Ms. Pokhrel’s redesign of the east 
end of the park.

76



Sherwood Urban Reserve- Sherwood, OR
University of Idaho Graduate student Bin Siwen Shuai 

University of Idaho Landscape 
Architecture students 
continued a tradition of service-
learning studios working with 
planners and stakeholders in 
Sherwood, OR to propose how 
development of the Sherwood 
Urban Reserve could look in 
the future.  With a projected 
population growth of 40% by 
the 2050, the city of Portland, 
Oregon faces many issues 
with accommodating  its new 
residents and the infrastructure 
to support new development. 
The Sherwood Urban Reserve 
is of no exception to these 
challenges as the Urban 
Growth Boundary expands in 
this territory. 

Research suggests that a Green Infrastructure 
network may be the answer to current and 
future externalities of climate change, sprawl, 
and traditional design interventions. This 
project aims to address the idea of a best 
case scenario deemed “The Integrated Water 
Future” to compare with current thinking and 
design practices driven by policy, cost, and 
assumptions of current system efficiency.
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Moscow-based graduate student Amber Korvales is developing an online story map of proposed bicycling 
infrastructure in the Moscow area.  Her focus is on combining protected bike lanes with green infrastructure, 
“ to design a trails system using abandoned railroad tracks ... while also using suitable open spaces to 
expand urban green infrastructure. This will allow connectivity to impact the city’s social, ecological, and 
economic development.”  The story map utilizes ESRI’s ArcGISOnline web-based mapping tools to provide 
more in-depth communication about geospatial data.  It can be viewed at:  http://arcg.is/0nyOCb.  Click on 
the link to see the “story” evolve as Ms. Korvales continues to develop her master’s work.   

Redesign on Julia Davis Park- Boise, ID
Boise-based graduate student Neha Pokhrel
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By Elizabeth Scott, University of Idaho Landscape 
Architecture Program (Boise) Head Landscape 
Architecture, Associate Professor

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=78dd06b9a1c84e49a0b18965641d101b
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Silos Project- Townsend Montana

This fall MSU landscape design students worked with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) and a 
Citizens Action Group on master planning for Silos Recreation Area (Silos), a campground on Canyon 
Ferry Lake reservoir. The project was part of HORT 432 Advanced Landscape Design, a studio for senior 
landscape design majors. The first third of the course explores site design processes for the public realm 
and SITES strategies, to build an understanding of the ecological, social, economic, and aesthetics services 
regenerated by sustainable landscapes. The back two-thirds of the studio utilizes a service-learning project 
to apply course learnings, practice professional skills, and help partners improve community landscapes 
around the state.

Silos, about 250 acres, is in Townsend, Montana 45 minutes south of Helena and is a statewide destination 
for water recreation enthusiasts, offering a marina, numerous boat launches, and amazing waterfront views 
across the lake and the Big Belt Mountains. Building off a recently completed Framework Plan for the site 
by Robert Peccia & Associates, the students were tasked with envisioning the site’s future and developing 
master plan ideas. Following a site visit, meetings with partners, and site analysis, students designed three 
alternative schematic master plans for a mid-review in the studio. Students prepared the agenda, gathered 
feedback, and wrote a shared set of goals for master plan revisions.

Student Spotlight
MSU Landscape Design Program

Silos Recreation Area- Townsend, MT
MSU Landscape Design Program

Three alternative schematic master plans for mid-review meeting with partners.

Initial site visit at the Silos Recreation Area (Silos), a 
campground on Canyon Ferry Lake reservoir.
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MSU Landscape Design Program

Overall, our work provided concepts and visuals for ongoing discussions among stakeholders regarding 
site potentials as they progress toward applying for further funding, and ultimately, an approved site plan 
and construction. I feel lucky to be part of these service-learning projects – the applied context energizes 
students and I am continually energized by engaged citizens and their compassion for improving Montana 
landscapes.

By Rebekah VanWieren- Montana State University
Plant Sciences and Plant Pathology 
Assistant Professor 

Silos Recreation Area- Townsend, MT
MSU Landscape Design Program

The revised schematic master plan called for six distinct districts based on land use, programming, 
management scenarios, and water and land recreation nodes. For the final review, students further 
developed site design ideas for each district. The students presented their final work to design 
professionals, County Commissioners, and other community leaders – an audience with whom not many 
undergraduates have had the opportunity to interface! 

Silos Recreation Area- Townsend, MT

“I was so proud of their professionalism and polished communication skills.” 
-Rebekah VanWieren Assistant Professor, MSU
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Sharing solutions with stakeholders at the final review in Townsend, MT.

Schematic Master Plan- key design moves.
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University of Idaho SCASLA has had a great semester! We kicked off the year with a group swim team-
building event at Spring Valley Reservoir, where we played games, swam and got to know our members a 
little better. We’ve tabled at University of Idaho events and educated the student body on what Landscape 
Architecture is and how they can get involved. We’ve hosted movie nights that feature stories of landscape 
architects and discussed future plans in our meetings. Our largest event of the semester was participating in 
PARKing Day, where our club transformed a parking space into a miniature library of landscape architecture 
themed books.

We plan on having several exciting events next semester as well! We’ll be partnering with the UI 
Sustainability Center to conduct a design charette to redesign several small spaces on campus. We will 
then have the opportunity to help the Sustainability Center with the installation and planting of the designs 
in the spring. We’re also organizing several visits to area landscape architecture firms this spring, in which 
students will be able to network and learn about working for a landscape architecture company. We are 
currently working to become stewards for a local stream segment through the “Adopt-a-Stream” program, to 
provide a volunteer opportunity for our club members and help protect our area’s ecosystems. We’re excited 
for these and other events that the next semester will hold, and we can’t wait to keep sharing our love of 
landscape architecture with our community! 

Katherine Woodhouse, SCASLA Secretary
   
          Please follow us on facebook @uiscasla.

The MSU-ASLA Chapter is about done with our holiday wreath fundraiser. As a club, we made wreaths and 
swags from materials from Hyalite National Forest (with permits obtained). We used douglas fir, spruce, 
juniper, and redosier dogwood to make the wreaths. We took pre-order sales and also ran a table in the 
Strand Union Building, selling wreaths for a modest price of $20 and swags for $10, with a $500 club goal.

This is our first fundraiser under new leadership. It was overall successful and we enjoyed making the 
holiday arrangements. The money raised will be used to help students attend the Rendezvous in Boise in 
the spring, and hopefully next year’s National ASLA gathering in San Diego, CA. 

Johnny Dohner, MSU ASLA Vice President 

          Please follow us on facebook @msulandscapedesign.

UI Student Chapter of the ASLA (SCASLA) 

PARK(ing) DaySCASLA PARK(ing) Day 201814

Tabling at UI Get Involved Fair Group Swim Team Building Event

MSU-ASLA Student Chapter

Holiday Wreath Fundraiser
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https://www.facebook.com/UISCASLA/
https://www.facebook.com/msulandscapedesign/


RENDEZVOUS 2019 Sponsorship Opportunities!
A great way to get your name out there is to become a 2019 ASLA Rendezvous sponsor! 
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RENDEZVOUS SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

I/My Company would like to become an IDMT-ASLA sponsor: 

Promotional Benefits  GOLD  SILVER  BRONZE 

  $2,500 Value  $1,000 Value  $700 Value 

Exhibit Booth  X  X  X 

Website Recognition  X  X  X 

Logo on Marketing Materials  X  X  X 

Logo recognition on posters 
throughout conference area 

 X  X  X 

Student Scholarship Sponsor  X  X   

Registration  2  1  0 

Recognition as tour sponsor  X     

Friday lunch recognition  X     

Logo on special recycling bins  X     

 

 

IMASLA, PO Box 8224, Boise, ID 83707 | P: (208) 321-2389 | tottens@amsidaho.com Page 2 of 2 

SPECIAL SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE 
Thursday Kick-off Reception $500 Each (2) Available 
Friday Lunch Sponsor $1,500 Each (2) Available 
Saturday Panel Lunch Sponsor $2,000  (1) Available 
Conference Session Sponsorship $750 Each (4) Available 
Lanyard Sponsorship $250 (1) Available 
Notepad Sponsorship $250 (1) Available 
Student Scholarship Sponsor $250 Each Multiple Available 
Your Choice: $$$  

 

*Deadline to submit sponsorship is May 01, 2019. Donations will be accepted after January 01, 
2019.* 
For more information: Teri Ottens at (208) 321-2389 

 

Company:  

Contact:  

Address:  

City:  State:  Zip Code:  

Email:  

Phone:  
 

 

Total Sponsorship:  
 

 

To submit this form & payment, please go to: http://idmtasla.org/copy‐of‐rendezvous‐2018‐
anouncement/ 

 
Or mail, with check to:    PO Box 8224 
                             Boise, ID 83707 

For more information, contact Terri Ottens at (208) 321-2389 
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PUBLIC AWARENESS SECTION
As we come to the close of another year, perhaps you are looking back on the firm’s accomplishments in 
2018. Please send photos of completed projects, in process ones, and design stage projects to Maggie 
Clark at maggieclarkpla@gmail.com. The chapter would love to share what you all have been working on 
through our various social media outlets. Maggie, the Chapter’s Public Awareness Representative, will be 
attending the ASLA’s Public Awareness Summit January 4-6.  During this summit she will be collaborating 
with representatives from all the other ASLA chapters to develop a vision for the public awareness 
campaigns on the chapter level and help brainstorm ideas for ASLA Nationals to pursue. This is a great 
opportunity to learn what has been successful in other chapters and be inspired to tackle new challenges 
this coming year.  The I.M. Landscape magazine is coming along nicely and we hope to have it out early 
next year. Looking forward to next spring, World Landscape Architecture month is April and we will be doing 
another public awareness campaign in some libraries and possibly some other venues. Let Maggie know if 
you have any ideas for venues that you think would work well for a table display for a week or during some 
event. We will also be doing the social media campaign with project/design photos so get them to Maggie 
now while you are reminiscing on the year’s accomplishments. Don’t forget to follow us on social media!

https://www.facebook.com/imasla/
https://twitter.com/IMASLA
https://www.instagram.com/id_mt_asla/


Your calling is calling. The connections an ASLA membership creates are truly 
limitless, as are the possibilities it provides. Invest in yourself, your career, and the future of 
landscape architecture by joining us. Become a member today.  

To see detailed membership benefits and categories – and to apply – go to  www.asla.org/join or 
call 888-999-2752. 

Member Benefits include:  

· ASLA membership designation 

· Landscape Architecture Magazine, the monthly
       publication of ASLA 

· A “Firm Finder” listing for your firm 

· LAND, the biweekly e-newsletter 

· Professional Practice Networks 

· The ASLA Business Quarterly, the  

      economic outlook for the profession,  

      delivered every three months 

· Access to the Professional Practice  

      Resource Center and research services 

· Landscape Architecture Technical  

      Information Series (LATIS) 

· JobLink résumé posting

Members Receive Substantial Discounts On:  

· ASLA Annual Meeting and EXPO 

      registration fees 

· JobLink job postings 

·  LARE preparation courses 

· Use of the ASLA Standard Form  

     Contract for Professional Services 

· National Salary and Business Indicators surveys 

· ARCOM MasterSpec, LandF/X, and  

       Vectorworks Landmark software 

· Business and liability insurance 

· Car rentals, and many other valuable  

       products and services  

· Online learning continuing education 

The road to success is paved with good CONNECTIONS. 
CONNECT WITH ASLA. Strength is found when a group of like-minded professionals work together towards 
a common goal. The right time to seize the next great opportunity often depends on being in the right place 
at the right time. Well, now is the time, and ASLA is the right place for people with a passion for landscape 
architecture. In fact, ASLA is the only organization in the world solely devoted to the success of our 
profession and its practitioners. While there are many reasons to join ASLA, none are more compelling than 
the connections we make through ASLA. 
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A Big Thank You To Our 2018 Chapter Sponsors!
Thank you to our 2018 IMASLA Chapter gold, silver and bronze-level sponsors! The sponsorship committee 
is working to secure additional 2018 sponsors and to find opportunities to maximize member benefits 
through the support, expertise, and knowledge of our sponsors. There are three 2018 sponsorship levels 
available: GOLD, SILVER, and BRONZE. Visit the chapter website, idmtasla.org, for additional information 
on becoming a sponsor!

2018

https://www.asla.org/



